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A respectful and thought-provoking
memorial to a great man

A Visit to President
Kim Dae-Jung Residence

Memorial in Goyang

The former residence of Kim Dae-Jung in Goyang has now
been preserved for the nation. But rather than just being a
snapshot view of the house in which he lived, we discover
something which is so much more than a museum. It is a
perceptive and sensitive appreciation not only of the man, but
also of his significance as a politician. Here we can sense the
Korean patriot, the international diplomat and peacemaker at
work and we can also feel the presence of a great woman, his
wife. Furthermore, we can imagine the family man visited by
his children and grandchildren. And yet juxtaposed against this,
the house with its many escape routes, also gives us a sense of
a man hunted by the secret service. Through observation of the
living quarters and through carefully chosen exhibits, we can
appreciate a remarkable life in the face of adversity.

Wialking through the gates, the visitor finds a peaceful garden with
numerous beautiful plants and shrubs which were planted by Kim
Dae—Jung and Lee Hee—Ho. Honeysuckles flourish, appropriately
enough for Kim Dae—Jung: a plant which can overcome difficult
conditions to bloom in all seasons. Perhaps the great man and

his wife rested in the garden but entering the house one thinks
more of a man meeting important politicians, both domestic and
international. In the main reception room, we see the armchairs
around a table and the dining room is described as ‘a political
stage for distinguished guests’. This reminds us of how, whilst in
Goyang in 1998, he met the IMF president.

All rooms in the living quarters are faithfully preserved,
but thoughtful extra touches add to the experience. In his
study, fascinating personal Kodachrome slides of his travels
as a young man around Europe, America and Mexico can
be observed through a microscope. In the distinctive and
impressive Kodachrome color we observe a dapper Kim Dae—
Jung in places such as Rome. In the same room, we can marvel
at the detailed notes in his diary and the sheer quantity of
books. Nearby, in the master bedroom, we see such personal
memorabilia as his fedora hat and immaculate shoes.

In cleverly nuanced displays, enhanced by excellent display
boards, there is a contrast between the basement and the first
floor. The basement is symbolic of the intense struggle he
endured. Entering a dimly lit room called ‘sea of adversity’,
the visitor can watch a video of his struggles, kidnap, and
persecution. The darkness seems to symbolize the struggle
against negative forces. In the corner is an escape hatch into
a cellar, which significantly is not recorded on the original
building plans. At the time the entrance was concealed by a
bookshelf. In this cramped space light is now at the minimum
safety level. At the time there would have been no light. Kim
Dae—Jung had spent a life hounded by security forces and
if he had to take refuge in the cellar it would be in the pitch
black. Further along the corridor, is a recreation of his minute
Cheongju prison cell. The display of letters written in prison,
in neat handwriting, is a nice touch and highlights further the
sense of struggle.

Climbing up to the first floor we notice a marked contrast to
the basement in the room ‘the President’s window’. It is said
that through darkness there is light and the separate display
rooms on this level are bright which emphasise hope and we
can appreciate the enormous achievements of the man who
has become President. The golden phoenix, the symbol of the
President, shines outside the room. Inside, we see images of a
man with a significant international reputation meeting Nelson
Mandela and as the recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize. Finally,
the last room symbolizes the journey with a painting of Kim
Dae—Jung surrounded by doves — a symbol of peace and the
achievements of a truly remarkable man and a fitting end to a
rewarding and recommended visit. 2%
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